DOMESTIC MISSIONS 


OF THE 


Protestant Episcopal Church, 


MissioNARIES NEED THEIR SaLarres.—A missionary in the West, in a 
letter just received, says: 

“Please relieve my suspense in a word, by saying whether I may or 
may not hope soon to receive the appropriation due. If not, I have 
nothing relzable towards my support beyond $300, and this with a dear 
dying wife, whom I have been compelled to send to the Lake Superior 
country, in hopes of prolonging her precious life, at a weekly cost far 
beyond my whole income at present. 

“The spiritual encouragements of my work were never any thing like 
as good in my whole ministry of sixteen years, but I am out of money 
and out of clothes, and out of provisions, and were it not for the com- 
fort of reflecting on God’s goodness in the past, and for the indications 
of his spiritual blessings in the present, I should feel that duty to my 
family required me to seek some less uncertain way of providing for 
them. If you can send the remittance, it will enable me to refund halt 
of what I have just been compelled to borrow from a brother mission- 
ary to meet the expenses of this sickness. To such extremities are we 
reduced in these times.” 
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tizing a child at a farm-house by the way.. 


Rt. Rev. J. C. Talbot, D.D., Mis- 
sionary Bishop of the North-west. 


July 10, 1861. 

Since I last wrote you, respecting my 
missionary work, I have made the north- 
ern yisitation on which I had then start- 
ed. I left Sioux City, accompanied by 
the Rey. Mr. Hoyt, on Friday, May 10th, 
and visited Vermillion, Yancton, and Bon- 
homme in Dakota ‘Territory, holding 
service and preaching at each place, bap- 


From the last-named place we started for 
Niobrarah, in Nebraska Territory, intend- 
ing to come down on this side and visit 
the settlements along the Missouri river ; 
but having lost the road, and become en- 
tangled in the wocds upon the river bot- 
tom, we were at last compelled by the 
breaking of our wagon to return to Bon- 
homme. Here, finding the stage ready to 
start for Fort Randall, I gave the broken 
wagon in charge to Mr. Hoyt to get back 
to Sioux City, (the nearest place at which 
it could be repaired, though about one 
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hundred miles distant,) and took passage 
to the Fort. The detention appeared to 
be providential, for at the Fort I found the 
commanding officer very desirous to pre- 
sent himself for confirmation, and all 
extremely anxious for the services of the 
Church, which they had not had since my 
visit last fall, there being no chaplain at 
the post. The services there were deeply 
interesting, and I can not but hope made 
a favorable impression upon the large con- 
gregation assembled. It is no unusual 
thing to find officers of the army profess- 
edly religious, and no doubt many of them 
are earnestly pious. Some of our most 
earnest and devoted clergymen have been 
given to the Church from among those 
trained to the profession of arms. But I 
thought it required no ordinary degree of 
moral courage to bring out the command- 
ing officer of a large military post, in the 
presence of all his officers and a large 
number of his command—the only one of 
the whole number who was not afraid or 
ashamed to stand up and profess Christ. 
God grant that his brave example may be 
followed by many who witnessed his 
humble and tearful consecration of him- 
self to Jesus. 

Being now without my private convey- 
ance, I was obliged to return over the 
same route by which I had gone. Arriy- 
ing at Sioux City in the stage, I found 
the broken wagon fully repaired, and left 
the same afternoon for Nebraska City, 
holding service and preaching at nearly 
all the towns on my way down. At De- 
eatur, Nebraska Territory, I found an 
earnest desire for the establishment of re- 
gular services, which I am now anxiously 
endeavoring to supply. After the service 
T was called upon by a committee of the 
‘citizens, who made liberal offers in town- 
lots and labor toward the erection of a 
‘church. There is no resident minister of 
any denomination, and haying since visit- 
‘ed the place again at the request of those 
who first addressed me on the subject, it 
is determined to erecta small church with 
funds promised for the purpose by a 
liberal layman of the Church of the In- 
carnation, in your city. It will be the 
first and only church edifice in the town, 
and Tam assured that our services will 
be attended by the whole population of 
‘the place, which, though small, I found 
‘to be unusually intelligent. Here at my 
second visit, I baptized two children, be- 
sides several others on my way up. Very 
little can be done toward establishing the 
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Church, in the various points which I visit, 
until I can command the services of more 
clergymen and have the means to sustain 
them. My own services are at too long 
intervals, and too irregular as to time, to 
accomplish more than the awaking of a 
temporary interest in the Church. I can 
only wait and pray. It was my purpose _ 
to start West immediately after my return 
from the North, but I have hitherto been 
prevented by the extreme illness of my 
dear and only daughter. The duty, how- 
ever, can no longer be delayed, and I go 
in a week or ten days as far as Denver 
and the mountain region in Colorado Ter- 
ritory, trusting that by God’s mercy I 
may be permitted to return before my 
dear invalidis called away. But I can not 
go to Nevada this season, by reason of 
this domestié affliction. It was to this I 
alluded, in my last letter to you, as a 
hindrance. May I beg your prayers, 
dear brother, that-whether or not I see 
my dying child again in the flesh, I may 
meet her in the better home, whither I 
am sure she is going. 

Since I wrote last I have received an- 
other letter from the far West, urging 
upon me the necessity for the early set- 
tlement of a clergyman in Nevada Terri- 
tory. At the Washoe mines a large pop- 
ulation is gathering, among whom are 
many members of the Church. Can not 
the Committee do something for Nevada ? 
IT ought to have one clergyman there at 
once, and though the Committee is likely 
to be ataloss for means, I must urge 
them, if possible, to make an appropria- 
tion for his support. It will be a great 
blunder if we allow this most favorable 
opportunity for establishing the Church 
there to pass. Can you help me? I 
earnestly desire to see the work there 
commenced immediately. The ground is 
now ours if we choose to go in and pos- 
sess it. A few months more and we shall 
have lost what we neyer can recover. 
On my return from Denver I will give you 
my personal impressions of the field pre- 
sented for the Church in Colorado, Rey. 
Mr. Adams will send you in a few days a 
collection from his little parish here, [Ne- 
braska City, Nebraska,] in token of his 
desire to aid the good cause. Heis labor- 
ing in a hard field, but I doubt not it will 
eventually prove productive. Every thing 
here is unsettled by the terrible trial 
which God is sending upon the land. 
Indeed, we do not know how long we 
may be permitted to stay. The Indians 


North - Western Missions. 


are threatening trouble, and reports reach 
us, which I hope are greatly exaggerated, 
that they intend to drive us all away 
while the government is engaged in put- 
ting down rebellion elsewhere. I have, 
personally, no fear whatever; but many 
intelligent persons here anticipate serious 
difficulty. 


Nebraska City—Rev. Eli Adams. 


Taclosed please find fourteen dollars, a 
contribution from St. Mary’s Parish, Ne- 
braska City, in aid of Domestic Missions. 
We on these western borders can appre- 
ciate the great importance of Domestic 
Missions, and shall heartily aid, to our 
full ability. I intend soon to make an- 
other collection, 

On the 24th of May, the standing com- 
mittee of the Missionary Jurisdiction of the 
North-West signed the testimonials of J. 
A. Hagar for admission to the Diaconate, 
and on Trinity Sunday he was ordained 
by Bishop Talbot in St. Mary’s Church, 
Nebraska City. The candidate was pre- 
sented by the rector of the parish, who 
led in the morning service. Rev. Mr. 
West, of Omaha, preached the sermon. 
The Bishop administered the communion, 
assisted by the rector and the newly- 
ordained deacon. Mr. H. preached in the 
evening. Three years ago the rector or- 
ganized St. Mary’s Parish, and labored 
alone, not having seen a clergyman of our 
Church in the place, until last spring, 
when he was cheered by the presence of 
the Bishop. The Church in this Mission- 
ary Jurisdiction is now fully organized, 
with the three orders in the ministry. 
Here are the word, the ministry, and the 
sacraments. Here then is matter of re- 
joicing for all, that the Church in its in- 
tegrity is now planted in this vast region 
west of the Missouri river; a missionary 
field of great promise, into which the 
Church may send, and for the present 
sustain, laborers to gather a rich harvest. 


Omaha City—Rev. John West. 


At the request of Bishop Talbot, and 
by the appointment of the Domestic Com- 
mittee, I accepted the charge of Trinity 
Church in this city. On the 20th March 
I left Rhode Island, and arrived here on 
the 31st, and commenced my labors on 
Haster Sunday. Previous to my arrival 
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I had obtained but little information con- 
cerning this distant missionary field, and 
was surprised to find here a beautiful and 
fertile territory, a city commanding the 
advantages of a highly eligible site and of 
vast capacities for trade and commerce, 
with an intelligent and refined population ; 
and, although but seven years old, pos- 
sessing many costly public and private 
edifices, and about 2500 inhabitants. 
Trinity Parish has a neat and tastefully 
finished brick church, on a leased lot, on 
which it was deemed advisable to build, 
rather than on a lot which they own in a 
less eligible position. The parish con- 
sists chiefly of the most important fami- 
lies and individuals. They have a fine 
choir, and a rented organ, and the services, 
which are fully attended, are conducted 
with zealous devotion. The flourishing 
state of this young parish is the result of 
the labors of my predecessor, the Rey. 
Mr. Watson, and of the Bishop, on whose 
laborious services from a distance of fifty 
miles they were dependent during most 
of the preceding year. It is an important 
field, and situated as it is in the capital, 


‘and in the center of many accessible mis- 


sionary points, it ought to become a mo- 
ther of churches. There has been much 
zealous and meritorious labor in the Sun- 
day-school and other departments of 
parish work; still, all that has been done 
is but the foundation of what, with God’s 
blessing, it ought to become. Organieza- 
tion and completeness are most needed 
where most rarely found —in new towns 
and territories. 

My labors began under the discourage- 
ments of a rainy and unpropitious term of 
weather, and also under much disability 
from an acclimating sickness; and yet the 
prosperity of the parish has been some- 
what advanced during the short space of 
three months. Much of the success I 
attribute to the preparation made by pre- 
vious labors, and to the cordial reception 
of their new rector by a well-disposed 
parish. But the praise and glory are due - 
to ‘Him from whom all holy desires, good 
counsels, and just works do proceed.” It 
is no more than an act of common justice 
to say of the Bishop, that I have received 
from him the kindest sympathy, and the 
most prompt and valuable aid; and that 
amidst Episcopal labors, the magnitude 
and efficiency of which none can form the 
remotest conception of, who have not 
actually traversed the yast missionary 
fields of the West. 
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CALIFORNIA. 


From the Rt. Rev. Wm. I. Kip, 
D.D., Bishop of California. 


San Francisco, July 16, 1861. 


Tr is some time since I have been able, 
through a press of duties, to write you 
“any thing with regard to missions in this 
diocese. Perhaps it may be acceptable to 
you now, to have some brief notes of my 
visitations, this summer, to some of the 
strictly missionary points in the diocese. 

On the afternoon of the last day of 
May, I took the steamer for Sacramento, 
arriving there early the next morning. At 
Tam., [ took the railway for Folsom, 
twenty-two miles distant. The whole dis- 
tance is over one of those beautiful plains 
with which this country abounds, so level 
that no grading was required for the rail- 
road. When I last went over it, about a 
month before, the whole plain was car- 
peted with flowers. 

At Folsom I took the stage for Auburn, 
forty miles distant, reaching there in the 
afternoon. From Folsom we commence 
the ascent of the mountains. Auburn is 
surrounded with a mining district, but is 
the county-town, and a central point of 
influence in this section of country. Some 
years ago, the Rev. Dr. Hatch commenced 
services here; but after his death they 
were discontinued, as we had no clergy- 
man to send in his place. About two 
months ago, the Rev. Arthur KE. Hill, after 
his ordination, came to this place and Fol- 
som, holding services in each on alternate 
Sundays. 

The next day was Sunday, and we had 
service in the Court Room, which is al- 
ways used for this purpose by Mr. Hill. 
The room was filled, morning and even- 
ing, with an attentive congregation, to 
whom I preached on both occasions, and 
in the morning also administered the Holy 
Communion. In subsequent convyerga- 
tions with members of the Vestry, I was 
able to judge of the state of matters, and 
the amount of interest in the church 
which was felt. Although Mr. Hill has 
been at these two places but two months, 
yet so much interest has been developed, 
that he has been urged to confine his ser- 
vices to Auburn, the Vestry of which offer 
him a competent support. The place it- 
self is increasing, contains now probably 
three thousand inhabitants, and could he 
confine himself to this station, they would 
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undoubtedly this season erect a church- 
edifice, which would secure the existence 
of our Church. 

Duties in San Francisco compelled me 
to return home the beginning of the week. 
The following Friday I again left to return 
to Folsom, where Mr. Hill was to meet 
me. Folsom contains now probably 2500 
inhabitants, and is steadily increasing. 
Here also the Rev. Dr. Hatch sowed the 
seeds of Churchmanship, and a fine lot 
was purchased by the Vestry, which they 
still hold. The last duty he performed 
was here, fainting from exhaustion during 
the service. 

There is a large Methodist house of wor- 
ship, which is used by them only every al- 
ternate Sunday, and the intermediate Sun- 
day it is kindly loaned to our congrega- 
tion. The next morning, therefore, being 
the Sunday for Mr. Hill to occupy it, we 
had service, and I preached, and after- 
ward administered the Holy Communion. 
In the afternoon, Mr. Hill drove me to 
Mormon Island, a mining town about four 
miles distant, where he read service, and 
I preached. In the evening, we again had 
service, and I preached at Folsom. 

Folsom, like Auburn, needs the entire 
services of a clergyman, and could one be 
procured, they would probably build dur- 
ing this season on their lot. They offer 
$600 a year, as a beginning, which would 
support a single man, with the other per- 
quisites he receives; and until one is pro- 
cured, Mr. Hill can not abandon this place, 
and confine his labors, as it is desirable 
he should, to Auburn. So, instead of two 
strong parishes, neither has a chance 
to grow. He has, however, written to a 
clerical friend, and is waiting his answer. 

These two places furnish a specimen of 
California Missions. They had neither 
been tried sufficiently to know what they 
could contribute to the support of a mis- 
sionary. I should not, therefore, have felt 
authorized to write to the East, and make, 
on their part, any definite offer to a cler- 
gyman.._As Mr. Hill, however, was on 
the spot, he entered on his duties in faith, 
and in two months, it is found that, in- 
stead of there being any doubt whether 
both places could together support a cler- 
gyman, each is able to do it alone. And 
there are a dozen places in this diocese 
where the same thing might be done. 

I remained at Folsom until Wednesday, 
when I went to Grass Valley. It is a long 
day’s ride by stage, when the roads are 
not good, as it is most of the way ascend- 
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ing the mountains. We reached there late 
in the afternoon. Grass Valley is the head- 
quarters of quartz-mining, there being 
more than a dozen mills, which give a 
permanency to the place. One English 
Company has spent more than £100,000 
here. The town itself has increased won- 
derfully within the last three years, brick 
buildings are going up, and the popula- 
tion, in and around the town, is estimated 
at six thousand. 

There is a beautiful little church here, 
not quite finished, but sufficiently so to 
be occupied for services. The Parish has 
never yet had an opportunity of trying its 
own strength. It has only been supplied 
at intervals, and the last six months by a 
clergyman connected with the diocese of 
British Columbia, who was here only tem- 
porarily, and therefore there was little in- 
ducement to any to connect themselves 
with the congregation. He is now about 
leaving, and it will be again vacant. 

On Friday, I drove over to Nevada, the 
county*seat, four miles distant. This 
place has also been rapidly building up, the 
present population being estimated at four 
thousand. Since I was here last, the prin- 
cipal streets have been planked, and wa- 
ter and gas introduced through the town. 
This place has never yet had the undi- 
vided services of a clergyman, the one 
living at Grass Valley giving an afternoon 
service. Of course, there could be but 
little pastoral duty, and no chance for the 
firm establishment of the Church. I saw 
most of the Vestry, and they made ar- 
rangements for a meeting, at which some 
definite steps will be taken with regard to 
the Church. 

Sunday morning, after prayers by the 
officiating minister, I preached at Grass 
Valley, and at noon drove over to Nevada, 
to hold a service in the afternoon. A 
handsome house of worship, belonging to 
the Congregationalists, who have no min- 
ister, is used by our congregation: It was 
well filled, and I was particularly im- 
pressed with the excellence of the chant- 
ing. I found, as the result of their late 
vestry-meeting, that they have determined 
to dissolve their connection with Grass 
Valley, and have a resident clergyman for 
themselves. They authorized me to pro- 
cure one for them, offering, as a beginning, 
$1200 a year. Should he succeed, they 
have no doubt but what the salary can be 
doubled in a short time, and they will at 

‘once proceed to the erection or purchase 
of a church-edifice. Measures have been 
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taken to procure a clergyman, but no an- 
swer has yet been received. The right 
kind of man would build up a very strong 
congregation in six months. 

I returned after service to Grass Valley, 
for the eyening service. I preached the 
sermon, confirmed six candidates, and ad- 
dressed them. After service, the Vestry 
held a meeting, the result of which was, 
that they requested me to procure a cler- 
gyman for them. Dispirited by the fail- 
ure of their efforts in times past, and not 
knowing their own streneth, they put the 
salary at $600 to begin. About this I 
care nothing, for with a man of zeal and 
right spirit, and some power of rendering 
himself acceptable in the pulpit, there 
would in three months be no difficulty 
about support. 

On Monday, I took the stage for Marys- 
ville. ‘The day was hot, the road exceed- 
ingly dusty, and there were nineteen pas- 
sengers inside and outside of the stage. 
We reached our destination between three 
and four in the afternoon. Marysville is 
the third place in this State in importance, 
haying about eight thousand inhabitants. 
There is a handsome church-edifice, cost- 
4ing $13,000, but the parish was aban- 
doned suddenly by the last rector, (who 
has since been degraded from the minis- 
try,) in September, leaving it overwhelmed 
with debt. As soon as I returned, last 
winter, I visited the parish, and made ar- 
rangements with the creditor, by which 
the debts were materially reduced. The 
Rey. Mr. Smeathman, who had taken the 
place temporarily, then took up the mat- 
ter, and by raising subscriptions in San 
Francisco and Marysville, by great zeal 
and self-denial, entirely freed the church 
from its indebtedness. 

My object in visiting this place was, as 
Mr. Smeathman had left it, to see the 
Vestry, and try and make some arrange- 
ments for a rector. I met with most of 
them during the afternoon and evening, 
and after I left, received a letter from the 
secretary, informing me that the proper 
steps had been taken. Propositions have 
been made to the rector of the church at 
Napa, who, I trust, will be able to take 
this place, as it is one of the most impor- 
tant in the diocese, and monthly becoming 
more so. The next day I returned by 
steamer to Sacramento, and so home. 

Since my return, for the last few weeks, 
T have been taking charge of Grace Church, 
in this city. Mr. Ewer, the late rector, 
haying decided not to return to the Paci- 
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fic, and Mr. Pierce, the assistant minis- 
ter, having settled as missionary at Placer- 
ville, the church was left vacant. Being 
one of the most important congregations 
in this diocese, and engaged in a church- 
building enterprise, which, before it is 
finished, will cost some seventy thousand 
dollars, it was necessary that, just at this 
time particularly, its strength should not 
be impaired. Owing to the want of cler- 
gy, I was obliged therefore myself to take 
charge of it for the present. The Vestry 
have called a distinguished clergyman 
from the East, from whom they are now 
hoping every day to receive a favorable 
answer. 

Such, then, are some points in the dio- 
cese. The difficulty of course is, the 
want of clergy. Were this diocese as ac- 
cessible as Wisconsin or Iowa, we could 
double our number in two months, for 
there are twenty openings here far better 
than any in our Western dioceses, the 
other side of the Rocky Mountains. The 
civil war, which I see is breaking up so 
many parishes in the Western dioceses, 
here has so far been no injury. In fact, 
the State is being benefited by it, for 
thousands are flocking hither as a place 
of refuge where there is no North and no 
South. The emigration over the plains, 
which began this spring, is said to be im- 
mense—equal to that of 1851. What is 
to become of these gathering millions ? 
We have twenty clergy, ‘but what are 
they among so many ?” Nov look at the 
openings I haye visited in this journey. 

1. Mr. Hill needs some one at Folsom, 
to enable him to confine himself to Au- 
burn. It is doubtful whether the friend 
to whom he has written will accept. 

2. Nevada. It is doubtful whether the 
clergyman to whom this has been offered 
will come. 

3. Grass Valley. Here, in a popula- 
tion of six thousand, such a parish might 
be built up as it would take a young man 
years to get together at the Hast. There 
is a clergyman now on his way over here, 
across the plains, and I shall make no 
move with regard to Grass Valley until he 
arrives. If no arrangement is made with 
him, I shall haye to apply to you to find 
some one for it. 

4. Napa. Vf the rector accepts the 
call to Marysville, this will be vacant. It 
is in one of the most beautiful valleys in 
the State, no winter, the prettiest rural 
church building in the diocese, and salary 
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(with the stipend) about one thousand 
dollars. If the rector remains, then 
Marysville will have to be supplied—one 
of the most important places in the 
State. 

5. Petaluma will soon be vacant, as the 
present incumbent is to leave it. It is 
situated similarly to Napa, delightful cli- 
mate, church building erected, and free 
from debt. The salary to begin, would 
be sufficient for the support of a single 
man. It would be increased as the parish 
grows up. Population of Petaluma, (an 
agricultural town,) about two thousand, 
and steadily increasing. 

6. Mr. Etheridge needs an associate at 
San José. He is establishing the Church 
in that beautiful town of four thousand 
inhabitants. Three miles distant is Santa 
Clara, where it might also be established, 
besides other places in the vicinity. 

These are only specimens of twenty 
places. Clergy are constantly offering to 
come out, but we have not the means to 
pay their passage, even when théy could 
at once enter on places which would be 
self-supporting. A liberal gentleman in 
Pittsburgh has offered to pay the passage 
out of one young man. Are there no 
others who will do likewise? Three or 
four persons making this offer, would 
enable us to commence an influence here 
in as'many places which would establish 
at once self-supporting parishes. 

We want men of the right kind, of 
some pulpit talent, of zeal and missionary 
spirit—men who are not afraid to work, 
but must expect in this new land, that it 
will be a task of self-denial and time to 
mold up parishes from the conflicting 
elements of a society absorbed in the 
““ereed of gold.” There are enough 
young men of this kind at the East, who 
will spend their lives in quiet old parishes, 
‘keeping alive the things that remain,” 
when, should they come to the Pacific, 
they will aid in founding the Church in 
what must be one day the most powerful 
State in the Union. Are there none who 
have some little means of their own, at 
least sufficient to come here and begin ? 
Such we ask to aid us. Let them not 
write to me, for it takes too long a time. 
Let them write to you. If, during the 
last three months, we eould have had four 
or five young men here, they all could at 
once have taken situations, where there 
could have been no difficulty in the sup- 
port. 
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San Jose — Rev. S. S. Etheridge. 


Since my letter to you in January last, 
things have gone on with us ina tide of 
unexpected prosperity. Where your mis- 
sionary expected to have to struggle along 
almost alone, under many deprivations, 
he is borne along by the ready hearts and 
open hands of a people who have been 
longing for the ministrations of the Church 
of their early years, or of their later love. 
Our congregations in a public hall equal 
those of the other Protestant bodies here 
who have buildings of their own. The 
responses are in Nashotah style, and not 
as in some of our congregations, where the 
minister has to guess when the response 
is ended. Our music is far above medi- 
ocre. We have purchased a melodeon, 
by the exertions of the ladies. We paid 
for it $200. A fine communion set has 
been presented to the parish by Mrs. M. 
A. L., one of our communicants. We are 
just now thinking of beginning to move 
towards building a church. I hope to see 
a church here in a few months. 

It is surprising to many here to see 

persons, who for years have not been at- 
tendants at any place of worship, attend- 
ing steadily, and taking an interest in our 
services. But California is full of such 
persons. Wherever I go in this valley, I 
find members of the Church who long for 
a clergyman to come among them. There 
are at least six places of some size, within 
fifty to seventy-five miles of here, where 
active missionaries could at once gather 
congregations and form parishes which 
would soon become self-supporting. The 
fertility of this valley is surprising ; and 
could you see some of our fruit-trees now, 
while the fruitis but half-grown, having to 
be tied and supported in every direction, 
or brought by their burthens to lie flat 
upon the ground, you would seea harvest 
approaching which I think can hardly be 
equaled any where else; but these trees 
are only a fair type of the fruit which the 
Church may gather here, if she can only 
send the laborers. 

My health is far from good; indeed, it 
is so poor, that I am now obliged to have 
entire rest for some weeks, and so I have 
a brother clergyman with me at present. 
I am improving, and hope to be able ina 
few weeks to take up my duties and con- 
tinue them. 
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Rt. Rev. F. Scott, D.D., Missionary 
Bishop of Oregon and Washington. 


June 17, 1861. 

Our parishes are beginning to do a lit- 
tle towards their own support, but the 
times are hard. Rey. Mr. Fackler’s people 
haye just completed a neat church-edifice 
at Butteyille, which I am to consecrate 
next Sunday ; and they are commencing 
a similar work at Champoeg, which ab- 
sorbs all their means for this season. Af- 
terwards I think they will do something 
worth counting towards his support. 

Our Convocation meets next week, and 
I will consider this entire subject with the 
brethren, and see if we can not either do 
more here, or do with less from abroad. 
If your treasury be straitened, we must 
bear our part with you; if we do not, we 
are unworthy of our name. I have al- 
ways said to the Committee, that so far 
as my own stipend is concerned, I am 
ready to share your fortunes. These are 
the days to test our devotion to Christ 
and the Church. If we flee because sti- 
pends are shortened, then are we hirelings, 
and no shepherds. I trust we may have 
strength sufficient to our day and our trials. 

Notwithstanding all the untoward sur- 
roundings, our work in this mission has 
neyer been so prosperous, nor the open- 
ings for extension more promising, had we 
suitable men to lead the way. What 
changes may be brought about by our na- 
tional troubles, we can not foresee. I 
pray the good Lord to keep us in safety 
“until this tyranny be overpast.” 

What a pity it is we have not an expe- 
rienced missionary to go with the thou- 
sands who are now flocking to our new 
gold-fields east of the Cascade Mountains! 
Will not one or more come ? 

July 15, 1861. 

I have just closed a visit of several 
days to this place, [Jacksonville, ] the most 
southern point of my diocese. I find a 
number of friends anxious for the estab- 
lishment of our services, and I believe 
they will contribute enough at once to sup- 
port a minister. 

Tam making every effort to bring our 
people to do for themselves, and they have 
begun to respond. 


Acknowledgments. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


Tur Treasurer of the Domestic Committee acknowledges the receipt of the following sums, from July 15th 


to August 15th, 1861. 


SAaine. 
Gardner—Christ, Bp. Burgess....:..$50 00 
Portland—St. Luke’s, gen’), $7.76 ; Ind. 
Miss., $4.24; Nashotah, $4.......... 16 00 
Vermont. 
Underhill—* B. SiS." occ c ccs ece cece 5 00 
SAlassachusetts. 
Boston—AAVEnt. « <a:e sti soles cslesicie so 

os oad B. M. P. Wells, D.D 

es Miss ©. L. Wells.3.....5.. ; 

wt SOV eS stabi tere Melolak orate 5 00 

Gt. Barr ington—St. James’ for Epis. 

IMIG AISS OCS aie silat swe oo rice sialeve © 00 
Lymn—St: Stephen's... 0... ccs cee 2 00 
Newburyport—St. Paul’s............- 81 02 
Northfield—Mary A. Lyman.......... 10 00 
Satem—St. Peter’s.........ccccecee ees 23 76 

Connecticut. 
Glastenbury—St. James’...........--- 83 00 
Mar bledale—Rey. N. 8. Wheaton, D.D. 20 00 
Meriden—St. Andrew’s..........-0.05 16 85 
Middle Haddam—Christ.. ........-. 13 58 
Monroe—St. Peter’s..........000:0eees 8 00 
Ne erwtown—Trinity, Cit Baar: Sore eG 5 00 
do. ~ two ladies......... 10 00 
‘Ponmpret—Obrist.n2 iki eae ohn ee eben 
Rowbury—Christ. oo. ccevecesccessees 
Seymour—trinity... 
Southport—Trinity 
South Glastenbury—St. Luke’s....... 13 00 
Stamford —S TOW. Pov wa cine se msisee 30 00 
ee Wb ODMIS sercalslte ie eiet-ees 40 00 
Watertown—Christ............00.e00e 30 00 
Westville—Christ..... 0... cece eceenees 4 00 
Wilton—St Matthew’s.............. 21 00 
Hew Park, 
Manhasset—Christ 
Marlboro’—Christ....... an 
Dhilton—All-Saints.........cec cece eens 
Newburgh—t. GEOR SCS kiercaycte eames thre 41 45 
St. John’s : Chapel USN SRA at 4 32 
New- York—Chapel of Calvary Ch.... 10 00 
“ Intercession, a member.... 25 00 
oe St. Bartholomew’s S. Sch. 2 . 83 22 
olsaam=Trinity.). ccceniocaenecle one 
Smithtown—St. James’ 
So. Oyster Bay—Grace 3 
ClsionSWsinity ayy.< cee ce wian vite cte wees 8 
Yonkers—St.. JORN’S.. 02.5550 seiecsies 
WMestern Neu Dark, 
Camden—Trinity... 02... ccs eee cece 2 00 
Camandaigua—St. Joun’s.........6.- 1 00 
Cape Vincent—St. John’s............ 3 00 
De Varwe—College... 5... cece eee e ee 817 
Hawana—St. Paul’s..........00.--20- 2 54 
LEGCO Str ONU: Sie ules lowieshe Ree nines 62 94 
New- Berlin—St. AMGTCW?Bs sacle ewe se 10 00 
Su SChiynti vein e neces 11 50 
Now-Hartford_ St MLephen’s. . «op. /epiase 5 50 
Norwich--Emmanuel. ..............- 5 00 
Penn Van=-St. Mark's. 03) .050.05.55. 1 00 
Sherburne—Christ.........seseeseeces 3 58 


$66 00 


171 78 


257 04 


293 61 


111 18 


Hew Jersey. 
Evizabeth—Christ. .......-.se2eeceenes 20 00 
~ Pennsyloanta. 

Birdsboro—St. Michael’s........+.4++ 2 75 
Chesinut Hill—St. Paul’s...........+5 30 00 
Douglassville—St. Gabriel’s........ pm 25) 
Gap Mimes—Grace.........20.02.e0ee 213 
Germantown—St. Luke’s, a member...100 00 
Kingsessing—St. James’......-...-++ 83 00 
DLebanon—Christ. ss... 10020. ocsnceece QT 25 
Leacock—Christ.......2..e.e scenes sere aia 
Paradise—All-Saints’......... <..--- 7 60 
Philadelphia—&t. Luke’s §. Sch., spl to 

Bp. Whipple, for support and educa- 

tion of an Ind. youth for the ministry 50 29 
Pottstown—Christ 2hO ements 10 00 

‘Five Anniversaries, F, A., 

Jem, R.L, and M. B.L.”.. ” 20 00 
Williamsport—Christ, BARBARO ALOE Ons 7 67 310 21 
SMarvland. 

Annapolis—St. Anne’s, the fruit of 
WecklyiRa VAN PS, ius nc cals snes ean 20 00 

Baltimore—St. Mary’s.....+........4. 8 50 

Frederick Co.—All-Saints’ for Epis. 

Miss, ASSO J0ict emseietceloe sasie esses 84 88 58 388 
Ellincis. 
Jacksonvilie—Trinity.... ... 2.2.0. 16 00 

Hentuckn. ; 
Louisville—Christ, Mrs. R.M.E...... 20 00 
Indiana. 
Hillsborough—St. John’s............+-- 4 00 
THiscarnstn, 
Oconomowoc—ZioNn, ......2..s.2eeeeees 3 00 
Tota. 
Ap field—StT Peter's... seo cies cose ss 1 00 
Washington Territory, 
EA SVONCOUO ET oc os cle semionisine 11 15. 
Miscellaneous. 

EIpis! MISS: (ASSOC ess.c'. ooncrette cl serait 160 00 

Anonymous,for Miss. ment’din July No. 5 00 
Ob Zia torres biatch Waters arate cause Gio ne eae 15 00 180 00 

Uegacies. 
Newark, N. J. — Estate of Hanford 

Smithy ‘dee’d, (2c. Nese eee eee 225 78 
POA oh craaatetace eae neo capac bl ghoale 
Amount previously acknowledged........... 40,895 82 
Motali since Octidista.. seen ease $42,649,95 


CorrEcTion.—In the June number, the amount credited to St. Luke’s Church, Rochester, W. N. Y., should 
have been $110 instead of $100; and the aggregate from W. N. Y. should have been $10 more than the sum 


credited, 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


OF THE 


Protestant Episcopal Church, 


SEPTEMBER, 1861. 


> 
LBUEN DIS: 

Tun Foreign Committee in their recent Statement, dated May 22d, 
1861, and published in the June No. of the Spmrr or Missions, named 
$25,000 as the lowest sum which would suffice to carry the Missions 
from that date to the end of the fiscal year, Ist October, 1861. 

The receipts since that time, say for three months, have been about 
$12,000; less than one and half months remain in which to make up 
the balance, $13,000. These facts speak for themselves, and will, we 
hope, prompt the Churches to send in contributions as speedily as pos- 
sible, 
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Letter from Bishop Boone. 

Tux following letter from Bishop Boone 
will give rise to feelings of sorrow and 
disappointment in many hearts. Our 
native Deacon, Tong Chi-Kiung, who, it 
will be seen, has renounced the ministry, 
was known personally to many in this 
country and to many more through the 
publications of the Foreign Committee. 
The temptation to which he has yielded 
was, no doubt, very strong. As the 
Bishop remarks, “‘nothing but grace can 
enable one to stand his ground.” 

The peculiar temptations which beset 
those who from among the heathen are led 
to confess Christ, and who are without 
those surroundings which in Christian 
lands serve as helps to steadfastness, 
should engage the earnest prayers of 
Christians in their behalf. 


Saanenat, May 18th, 1861. — 

My prar Broruer :—Since my last let- 
ter to you, I have had the most melan- 
choly duty to perform that has devolved 
upon me in my Episcopal office. It was 
to depose Tong Chii-Kiung from the 
ministry, upon his own resignation. He 
has been for months bent on resigning, 
and has been treated with the utmost 
consideration and kindness. He assigns 
two reasons: want of success in his 
work, and insufficient support. We none 
of us justify him in either: On the first 
he says: The reason my mind is made 
unsteady has arisen from the experience, 
that I could not have satisfaction with my 
work. When I go out to do this or that 
with full vigor, yet I come to the ground, 
finding the people could get no good from 
me; and I could do them no good with a 
pair of dry hands, just as equal to doing 
nothing.” On the second head he writes: 
“Tam not satisfied, too, without having 
our condition improved a little. And to 
live without any certain lodging, and leay- 
ing wife and children behind, without hay- 
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ing any thing to depend upon when time 
of need comes. For, indeed, I do not wish 
to leave my wile and children to live on 
subscription and alms in future. If I had 
no wife and children, these thoughts and 
feelings might never have come across my 
mind. But I am under such circum- 
stances, that I can not be refrained from 
resigning.” 

The subject of a stipend for the na- 
tive clergy has engaged our most anx- 
ious thought for years. We have ex- 
ainined our teachers, (men of far superior 
attainments in Chinese to any native 
deacon we haye, and men who would 
out-rank them in the estimation of the 
Chinese,) as to the necessary expenses of 
their families, and the families of Chinese 
gentlemen of their class. We have had 
statements from our native deacon Chai, 
and haye granted all that was asked to 
cover these necessary expenses ; finding 
Chai’s estimates and those of our Chinese 
teachers agree; and we are convinced that 
the stipend is as large as the Committee 
ought to give; their object being to grant 
a comfortable support to their missionaries 
and ministers, and not to hire men to be- 
come either. You will observe Chi- 
Kiung does not complain that his salary 
is not enough for his support, but that it 
does not allow him to lay up any thing 
for his family. He ought not to complain 
about a house, as we always allowed him 
house-rent in addition to his salary ; and 
recently lent him $300, with interest, from 
the Committee, to aid him to build a 
house. We were very liberal to him too, 
allowing him to do something for himself 
in his leisure hours. He received $14 a 
month from the Taou Tai for translating 
the English newspaper for him ; he was 
allowed to take Chinese scholars who 
wanted to learn English; from this source 
he had about $20 a month when he left 
us. Putting all together, we have, salary 
$25, paper $14, scholars $20—$59 a 
month. : 

The cause of his discontent is the dis- 
proportion between the salary we allow 
and the amount which his school-com- 
panions, who speak English, and are found 
reliable in character, are now making. 
One of them, who has been residing with 
Chai, has just gone to Teen-sing, in the em- 
ploy of the English officers of the Chinese 
custom-house. He gets taels 1200—$1600, 
Mexican, a year ; and I have no doubt, hand- 
some perquisites besides, He Ding, since 
our boy’s school was disbanded, has got 
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employment at the English Consulate. 
His salary is $85, Mexican, a month and 
perquisites. Chai’s brother, Chok-lur, 
who was a very dull boy, makes his thou- 
sand dollars a year. Chi-Kiung could 
not stand by and witness all this un- 
moved. 

The question may be asked, if these 
English speaking Chinese can command so 
much more for their services, why should 
not the Committee give them this large 
sum and retain them in its employ ? 

We are restrained from entering upon 
this course by very grave and important 
considerations. I have already said that 
we allow a salary that will put them on a 
footing with the Chinese literary class. 
This claim would put them equal to the 
successful merchant and worldly man. 
No Chinese congregations could ever be 
expected to support their ministers on 
any suchascale. The second objection is 
that it would alter the basis upon which 
our salaries are adjusted. It is now dis- 
tinctly understood to be that of our reason- 
able wants, to cover the comfortable sup- 
port, for a man and his family. This 
pleads for more—for enough to lay up. 

Thirdly, such hired services in the min- 
istry are not worth haying. If a man 
will not serve Ged in the sacred ministry, 
when a comfortable support for himself 
and family is guaranteed—a support that 
will allow him to live as do the people of 
his own nation and as his habits call for— 
he is not meet for the service, and it can 
answer no good purpose to retain him by 
a subsidy. 

This desire for more is working strongly 
now upon all of our Chinese. 

We know that the God-fearing Christ- 
ian minister has, like Mary, chosen that 
good part which shall not be taken away, 
but it requires the eye of faith to see this 
in such an atmosphere as we have here in 
Shanghai surrounding those who know 
something of Chinese and English both. 

Mr. Sheresckewsky has been heard 
from in the extreme west of China, going 
on well. 

June 8d.—We have heard to-day from 
the Parkers and Smiths. They seem de- 
lighted with the change they have made. 
They are in raptures with the climate, 
scenery, etc, They have secured a house, 
a very good one they say, in a village 
about three and a half miles from Che-foo 
or Yea-tai, as the people themselves call 
their port. But the inhabitants are very 
much opposed to their residing there, and 
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declare they will kill the man who dares 
to rent them the house. They have a 
large granite house which was formerly 
used as a banking-house, and which ac- 
commodates both families. I hope they 
will be able to stand their ground. There 
can be no doubt that the Chinese every 
where shrink from foreign intercourse. 
Who can wonder at it, when it has so re- 
cently led to the capture of their Capital, 
the burning of their Emperor’s palace, 
and the destruction of one of the very 
largest public libraries in the world ? 

It will take us some time to liye it all 
down. JI wish our brethren at the village 
near Che-foo great and rapid success in 
ingratiating themselves with their neigh- 
bors. 


Letter from the Rev. C. Keith. 


Suanenar, May 17th, 1861. 

Rey. and pear Brorumr:— My last 
report was written about the last of Jan- 
uary, I believe. Since that time, our 
numbers have been gradually decreasing. 
My. Shereschewsky went in February ; 
Miss Jones in March; Mr. and Mrs. Doy- 
en soon after; Mr. Hubbell about the 
same time; and nearly a month ago, 
Messrs. Smith and Parker, with their fam- 
ilies, left us, to establish a new station in 
the Province of Shantung. ‘1 suppose 
there never has been so vapid@a thinning- 
out of a missionary station. In January, 
1860, there were twenty-one adults con- 
nected with the mission; in May, 1861, 
there are seven;: and counting all who 
still belong to China, only 18. The bish- 
op, Mr. Thompson, and I, with Chai’s 
help, have now all the ministerial work to 
do here. The consequence is, we do not 
enlarge in our plans at all. It has been 
so since the mission began, with the ex- 
ception of the short time Mr. Liggins and 
Mr. Williams were at Dzang-Zok. One 
cause why so few new efforts can be made 
is, the absolute necessity of providing (for 
the conyerts we now have, and whose 
numbers we may expect to increase yearly 
with more rapidity) something of a Christ- 
jan literature, if I may so call it; for we 
do not yet possess either Bible or pray- 
er-book in their completeness, and they 
seem to be too necessary to come under 
that term. Steady progress is now being 
made towards a point which will enable 
all our native Christians to obtain, if they 
please, a good knowledge of Christian 
truth. The Gospels, except St. Mark, are 
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all in their native tongue, asalso Acts and 
Genesis, the full Morning and Evening 
Services, (except the Psalter,) and now 
the full Communion Service. For this 
latter, we still need the Epistles, and our 
hope is, that before the close of the year, 
the main part of them, at least, will be 
ready. Hitherto, there haye been only 
manuscript copies of the Occasional Ser- 
vices, and those not completely translated ; 
now we hope to have all of them that are 
likely to come into use here at present, 
completed and printed. No one, who has 
not tried it, can well imagine the amount 
of time and care required to translate, re- 
vise, and print, even such familiar books, 
in a foreign tongue, especially when they 
constitute the only books of the language. 
Our little press now provides us means of 
issuing our books in a form which scems 
likely to exert a beneficial influence on 
many who would otherwise be left en- 
tirely to oral teaching. 

As it has fallen to my share to prepare 
copy, and correct proof for the press 
from the beginning; and as the whole 
charge has devolved on me since Mr. Syle 
left, it may be well to chronicle its issues 
for the first year. I may premise that we 
have hitherto printed most of our books 
in a very large type, to facilitate the easy 
learning the new system, and our small 
type is the size usually found in family 
Bibles at home. The Gospel of St. Luke, 
and the Acts, were our first books of 
Scripture, (St. Matthew having been cut 
on blocks previously,) making volumes of 
112 and 120 octavo pages respectively. 
Then followed a Primer of 75 pages, (a 
little larger than duodecimo,) for teaching 
the system of writing and spelling, (the 
previous edition on blocks being defective 
in some points.) Then followed the Morn- 
ing and Evening Services, making 384 and 
24 pages respectively, (of same size.) 
After these, a Geography, (compiled by 
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on blocks,) of 185 pages, small size and 
type. Next, Gallaudet’s Child’s Book on 
the Soul, (also translated by Mrs. Keith,) 
ofsame size and type, 128 pages. After this, 
the Gospel of St. John, 100 pages. The 
last sheet of the Communion Service (48 
pages) is just passing through the press ; 
and the Catechisms on the Creed and 
Commandments (42 pages) are finished, ex- 
cept the last pages. Our printing has all 
been done by boys formerly in the school, 
except the first one we had, who was from 
the London Mission Press, and staid only 
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a short time. A useful employment is 
thus made for some of those trained up 
by us, which may keep them free from 
many temptations to which they would 
otherwise be exposed. Three of the other 
missionary bodies here are now using 
these books, and I have little doubt that, 
as our supply of different books increases, 
all will join in teaching them, except so 
far as they may interfere with their de- 
nominational peculiarities. 

The protection which foreigners have 
extended to this place, from the rebels, 
has had the effect of causing swarms of 
people, from disturbed or threatened dis- 
tricts, to congregate here; and the vast 
amount of building going on indicates 
that it will cause a very large permanent 
increase of population here. One effect 
of the influx is to bring up the numbers 
of our city congregations to something 
like what they were before the first occu- 
pation of Shanghai by the rebels. ‘Thus 
great numbers are brought to the hearing 
of the Gospel, who hear it for the first 
time. May the seed spring up in many 
of their hearts ! 

The general condition of the country 
seems to grow more and more hopeless. 
Anarchy and civil war appear likely to do 
their work in all parts of the country, be- 
fore any thing like a settled state of af 
fairs can again prevail. From whence 
the future order-bringing power will come, 
we have as yet no clear indication. The 
Moderate party among the rebels may 
possibly oust those who now control the 
movements and reap the fruits of their 
ferocity. Or some third party may take 
the field, and win its way, free from the 
stains that attach to both Imperialists 
and rebels. It may be that, unknown to 
us, Such a movement is already on foot. 
We long for the time to come, for with it 
will come, we doubt not, the advance of 
the Gospel into every province. May the 
American Church be found worthy to 
take her rightful share of the labor and 
the reward. 

Yours very truly, in the Gospel of 
Christ. 


Letter from the Rev. H. M. Parker. 


Cuzz Foo-Suan Toone Prov., 
May 8d, 1861. 
My pear Brotuer: You will see from 
the date of my letter that I am no longer 
at Shanghai, but settled, and I hope per- 
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manently, in the province of Shan-Toong. 
The reasons which led us, the Rev. Mr. 
Smith and myself, to take this step, and 
induced the Bishop to yield his consent, 
have, I suppose, been already placed be- 
fore you by the Bishop himself; yet as 
they were in a measure personal, and de- 
pendent upon my personal observation, I 
will myself briefly relate them. 

Shortly after the date of my last report, 
the English expedition for the opening of 
the Yang Tse left Shanghai, and I was in 
hopes of accompanying it, but was disap- 
pointed. Not very long after, however, a 
private opportunity offering through the 
kindness of a friend of the mercantile 
community, by the advice and consent of 
the Bishop, I availed myself of it. My 
chief object was to see for myself the 
state of the country, and determine upon 
the practicability of an interior station, as 
well as the best location for it. 

I may say that I left Shanghai with 
bright hopes of effecting this long-desired 
object, of establishing far in the interior 
of China a centre, from which might 
sound forth to the surrounding country 
the glad tidings of the Gospel. I left 
about the 25th of March, and passing 
down the comparatively small river on 
which Shanghai is situated, we soon 
entered upon the waters of the great river. 
Truly, it ‘ magnificent stream, water- 
ing and bearing on its bosom the product 
of some two thousand miles of country, 
and that the richest and most populous 
of China. In the midst of its broad 
waters, over which the eye can not reach, 
lie immense and fertile islands, supporting 
a dense population. About thirty miles 
up the river we began to see the first 
breaks in that immense flat in which 
Shanghai lies, consisting of a few isolated 
hills. About sixty or seventy miles up, 
regular ridges of hills begin to extend 
themselves all along the line of the river, 
at varying distances, sometimes coming 
precipitously down to the water’s edge. 
These hills extend with little interruption 
up to Nangking. They are, for the most 
part, barren and almost entirely destitute 
of all growth. The country on either 
side, however, is very fertile. These hills 
are neither very grand nor beautiful, 
and become rather monotonous. Beyond 
Nangking many of them are terraced al- 
most up to the summit, and must be very 
beautiful. ; 

The city of Nangking, the circuit of 
whose walls is nearly forty miles, is 
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beautiful only in situation, presenting little 
more than a pile of ruins. 

But I must turn from the physical to 
the religious and moral aspect of the 
country and the condition of the people, 
which is to us of most importance. This 
is sad in the extreme. The country from 
Shanghai up to Nangking, which formerly 
Supported a dense population, is now, 
with the exception of a few fortified towns, 
almost a wilderness. 

Here and there, from amid ruins or de- 
serted houses, some two or three miser- 
able inmates would stand to show them- 
selves, and if you followed them up, as I 
did in some few cases, you would find 
them with faces on which the terrors of 
death were but too evident. Nothing gave 
me a stronger impression of the lawless- 
ness of the country, and the want of se- 
curity to life and property, than finding 
amid the crevices of the rocks, hidden 
from the view, little patches of grain, where 
T suppose the miserable refugees may have 
gathered a few handfuls. Many of them 
eat the bark of the trees, grass, leaves, 
and in fact, almost every thing. At Nang- 
king itself the state of things was not 
much better. For two or three days I 
could not throw off a feeling of gloom and 
despondency. The sights of disease and 
misery surpassed any thing that I have 
seen in this land of misery. Every thing 
told me that I was in the midst of a people 
groaning under the worst form of military 
despotism. Hvery man seemed to stand 
in continual fear of losing his head, and 
for the most trifling offenses. On the ap- 
proach of their armies, the largest cities 
are left almost without inhabitant, and 
they enter but to plunder and destroy. 
Some of their chiefs, when remonstrated 
with for the destruction they were work- 
ing, said it was perhaps best to make a 
thorough work of it, and purge the land 
of imps, that is, idolaters. I spent much 
of my time at Nangking, in thought as 
to what was best to be done, or whether 
any thing could be done to arrest the fear- 
ful evil, but I was compelled to come to 
the conclusion, sowfar as I understood 
Chinese character, that the evil was in- 
eyitable. Amongst a people utterly with- 
out faith, and radically and inconceivably 
and blindly selfish, there are no materials 
for the formation of a new government ; 
and when decay once begins in a state so 
corrupt, it must proceed, until by bitter 
misfortunes something better is wrought 
out. From the extent of their operations 
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and the size of their armies, I saw that 
there was no probability of sufficient 
quiet, or perhaps of safety along the Yang 
‘Tse to be able to do any missionary work, 
at least it was no place for one with the 
language still to acquire. For some time 
I was afraid the troubles would extend 
over the whole Empire, which, together 
with the troubles at home, had almost de- 
termined me to resign and leave. There 
was work undoubtedly at Shanghai, but 
I have felt for some time that the field 
presented to me some insurmountable ob- 
stacles to missionary work. Under these 
circumstances, the Bishop yielded will- 
ingly to my proposal to go North, where 
on the mountainous promontory of San 
Toong there seemed more prospect of 
quiet and successful work. I hope the 
end may fully justify the move. We 
have but just arrived, and in my next I 
will be able to give you a more satisfac- 
tory account of our location. 
Very truly, your Christian brother. 


——+ © «—___ 
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Letter from the Rev. J. Liggins. 


Bursacn, Hinckiry, 
Enariann, July 23d, 1861. 

Tan Sprrir or Missrons for July, just 
received, contains part of an address de- 
livered in Dublin, in April last, by the 
Bishop of Victoria. 

In it the Bishop is represented as having 
said: “I believe that the receiving of a 
copy of the Holy Scriptures, or the read- 
ing of the Bible, would entail certain death 
on any Japanese subject.” This state- 
ment of Bishop Smith will be read with 
great surprise by missionaries who have 
sold many copies of the Word of God to 
the Japanese, and who have yet to learn of 
any such fearful consequences resulting as 
he speaks of. Before the Bishop’s visit to 
Japan, the writer had sold staty copies of 
the Scriptures and books wholly religious ; 
besides two thousand magazines, partly 
religious and partly secular. This was 
during the first ten months of missionary 
labor in Japan, and since that time the 
demand for religious books has gone on 
increasing. 

In a letter recently received by the 
writer from the Rey. Mr. Verbeck, of Na- 
gasaki, he says: “‘T have lately sold sixty 
copies of a new work which contains a 
complete summary of Christian truth.” 
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The Rey. Mr. Brown, of Kanagawa, 
writes that he ‘has sold two hundred 
copies of the New Testament to the Ja- 
panese.”’ 

But not only does the sale of hundreds 
of copies of the Scriptures prove that 
there is little foundation in fact for the 
belief expressed by Bishop Smith, but the 
treaties lately concluded with Japan ex- 
pressly provide against any such dreadful 
occurrence as a Japanese subject being 
put to death for possessing a copy of the 
Bible. An article of the American Treaty, 
which is also found in the other treaties, 
provides ‘‘ that the Japanese shall be per- 
mitted to buy whatever Americans may 
have to sell, the only exceptions being 
opium and firearms.” Mr. Harris, the 
author of the treaty, told me that he had 
this article worded as it is expressly to 
cover the sale of the Scriptures, and other 
Christian books, by the missionaries; and 
that he should interfere at once if there 
was any attempt to violate it. 

Such being the state of the case, we 
are surprised at the Bishop of Victoria’s 
statement, and would fain believe that 
the remarks which he made upon the 
subject were not correctly reported; but 
if they were reported aright, then we have 
another evidence howa person who makes 
only a brief visit to a country or mission 
station, is apt to make mistakes in what 
he says about it. As the mistake in this 
instance has obtained currrency in the 
Sprnit or Misstons, I trust that this cor- 
rection of it will also. 

IT remain, Rey.and Dear Brother, 

Very truly yours. 


=———s-6-6— 


GREECE. 


Extract from Mrs. Hill’s Letter. 


We are permitted to publish the fol- 
lowing : 
Arugns, July 19th, 1861. 
My Dear Sister: ‘Yesterday was just 


Greece. 


thirty years since we opened our school 
in the vaulted cellar under the tower 
which was our first residence in Athens. 
How little did we then realize the great 
work before us! and now looking back 
upon the way by which we have been 
brought, what words can better express 
the feelings of our heart than those of the 
royal psalmist: ‘Verily, goodness and 
mercy have followed us all the days of 
our lives.’ Ihave to inform you of the 
death of one of the most valuable mem- 
bers of our mission, a sister beloved. The 
poor lame Katarina died on the first of 
July. Her illness was short, and her end 
peace. Her prayer was answered, that 
she might be taken away before she be- 
came a weariness to those who attended 
her. She had fulfilled well her duties in 
the situation which she occupied. De- 
crepit as she was, her services to us were 
invaluable, and we shall find it difficult to 
supply her place. She has gone to him 
who washed and cleansed her from her 
sins, and has made her sit among the 
princes of his people. He said to her: 
‘ Arise, and.come to me.’ Her paralyzed 
body sleeps in the dust, but her immortal 
spirit has joined the companionship of the 
just. Twenty-nine years she was con- 
nected with the mission! The Bread 
Fund charity, invested in her, has brought 
one thousand fold. 

We are suffering all the fervency of 
Athenian heat, but we are well. Although 
there can be no doubt every one must 
feel more or less the effects of the general 
paralysis of all the sources of wealth ; 
still my persuasion is, that those who con- 
sider the wants of the Church of Christ 
as equal with their own will not be with- 
out their reward at the last. I can not 
but think that this is a period for our 
friends to prove their attachment to the 
Mission, by such acts as would indeed 
strengthen and comfort our hearts in the 
present emergency. Kind remembrance 
to all our Christian friends. 

Your affectionate sister. 


a 


INTELLIGENCE. 
Tue next Annual Meeting of the Board of Missions will be held at 
St. Luke’s Church, Philadelphia, on Wednesday, the 9th day of Octo- 


ber, 1861. 


The Rev. John Cotton Smith, Rector of the Church of the Ascension, 
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New-York City, has been appointed to preach the sermon before the 
Board. 

Sermrr or Missroys.-—It is found convenient this month to confine the 
matter In the Foreign Department to eight pages, If equally con- 
venient, the same thing will be done in the October No., the object 
being to save expense. The amount of matter, sixteen pages monthly, 
in each Department, must necessarily, be more than made up in the 
November and December Nos., containing proceedings of the Board of 
Missions, Reports, ete. 
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Tan Treasurer of the Foreign Committee acknowledges the receipt of the following sums, from July 15th 
to August 15th, 1861. 
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Fredonia—rinity. et 511) Westchester—Holy rin bys prs eielaieiet ve 131 00 
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